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Abstract Wireless Mesh Networks (WMNs) have gained
increasing attention as an attractive means to provide con-
nectivity in complement to access as offered by regular In-
ternet Service Providers (ISPs). Such a grass-root technique,
however, often suffers from detrimental operating condi-
tions and poor quality. Network virtualization, on the other
hand, has been widely advocated as a possibility to over-
come what has often been referred to as the ossification of
the Internet. Combining the concept of network virtualiza-
tion with WMN technology, therefore, appears to be promis-
ing and desirable. It is envisioned that well managed multi-
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ple Virtual Networks (VNs) may overcome shortcomings of
WMNs on the one hand, and extend the reach of the Inter-
net beyond its current confinement into the realm and con-
trol of the user on the other hand. In this paper, we argue
for a context-based approach for an effective means to ex-
tend multi-VNs from the Internet domain into WMN en-
vironments. We describe both mobility and preferences as
context models in order to create virtualized WMNs based
on these types of context models. As a result, it is envi-
sioned to achieve a comprehensive connectivity coverage,
accompanied by high assurance in network quality. We fur-
ther present a distributed solution to manage multi-VNs, and
a mobility-aware context use case to demonstrate the useful-
ness of our approach.

Keywords Wireless mesh networks · Network
virtualization · Context · Management and control ·
Mobility prediction

1 Introduction

Wireless Mesh Networks (WMNs) are spreading both in city
and rural areas to connect heterogeneous home users. Their
aim is to support (mobile) users seamlessly with cheap and
easy to maintain connectivity. The mesh topology of WMNs
provides high flexibility as mesh routers are connected with
multiple others providing the physical infrastructure for
flexible routing and transport connections. Network virtual-
ization can make use of this mesh topology by sharing, and
also by combining links for desired network properties.

Context information can be used to autonomously build
logical, virtual networks (overlays) on top of physical net-
works in order to support transport optimization based on
context information; these context-based networks can be
used to connect the users that share the same interests, mod-
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eled as context information, and request similar services.
Hereby, network virtualization can be very useful for a flex-
ible utilization of a network infrastructure by enabling the
parallel use of the same infrastructure for different networks.

In our approach, we model networking relevant user con-
text, i.e., QoS, security, user mobility, cost, etc., and vir-
tualize the WMNs by introducing multiple Virtual Net-
works (VNs) to represent the context characteristics. In this
scheme, the users connect to the VN that best fits their con-
text requirements, taking into account both user and services
requirements. The VNs are configured and updated with
respect to the users and service context requirements. To
demonstrate the impact of context, we selected mobility out
of the set of possible characteristics and describe the impact
and use of information about mobility in our approach. Mo-
bility context has been selected, because of its clear impact
on networking, like on connectivity, handover, and topol-
ogy management. Movement can be characterized along dif-
ferent features like speed, direction, frequency of direction
changes, etc. In our scenarios, we assume continuous move-
ment and focus on speed as one of the important character-
istics resulting in different handover frequencies in the mesh
network which directly affects the creation and user assign-
ment to a VN. In our analytical evaluation of delays caused
by virtual network selection and configuration, we demon-
strate how the number of VNs and the nodes per VN influ-
ence delays and how mobility prediction can decrease these
delays for discovery and reconfiguration of VNs.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces
WMNs and their specific properties. Section 3 gives an
overview of related work concerning context-aware net-
working, multi-virtual networking, and their application to
WMNs. Section 4 introduces the concept of user context-
aware multi-VN based organization of WMNs together with
the proposed architecture, followed by Sect. 5, where a pos-
sible distributed solution for context-based characterization
and management of VNs is presented. We analytically eval-
uate the delays involved in the context-aware management
approach in Sect. 6 by introducing a mobility-awareness
context use case that is supported by a user mobility pre-
diction mechanism. Finally, Sect. 7 concludes the paper.

2 Wireless mesh networks characteristics

The particular characteristics of WMNs [1] are derived from
the (mesh) topology and the dynamics of wireless environ-
ments. Instead of being another type of ad-hoc network,
WMNs diversify the capabilities of ad-hoc networks, pre-
senting low up-front costs, easy network maintenance, ro-
bustness, reliable service coverage, and minimal mobility of
mesh routers. In addition to being widely accepted in the
traditional application sectors of ad-hoc networks, WMNs

are thus undergoing rapid commercialization in many other
application scenarios, such as broadband home networking,
community networking, building automation, and Internet
access particularly in rural areas. At the same time, WMNs
are already being used in free wireless access initiatives, like
funkfeuer1 and freifunk2 based on IEEE 802.11 technology.

Nevertheless, the distinct characteristics of WMNs, set-
ting them apart from traditional wireless networks, bring up
new challenges to communication protocols, network man-
agement, reliability assurance, and security [1]. Scalability,
for instance, has been identified as a major problem of im-
portant WMN protocols, but there are other open issues,
such as the support of multicast applications and the uti-
lization of multi-radios and multi-channels. In particular, the
characteristics of the nodes have to be considered in the rout-
ing protocols since they can no longer be assumed to be sim-
ilar.

Considering the different contextual features and prefer-
ences of the users in current WMN environments, the users
need to be linked to different wireless access networks with
different bandwidth and robustness features, probably be-
longing to different Internet Service Providers (ISPs) with
different security policies. The customers use different de-
vices with different capabilities, which run different appli-
cations with different QoS requirements. As WMNs are
edge networks connecting (mobile) users, they are expected
to play an important role when introducing the required
context-based user-centric networks. Moreover, WMNs are
adaptable, self-configuring, and self-organizing to a high de-
gree. As a consequence, WMNs are well suited to demon-
strate the benefit of context-based approaches considering
heterogeneous node capabilities and user preferences.

3 Related work

In this section, we describe selected related work and
projects that address context-awareness and virtualization,
with particular emphasis on their application to WMNs.

3.1 Context-aware networks

Context-aware overlay networks have been previously pro-
posed for ambient networks [2], where context is derived
based on sensor readings. In [3–6], the authors present a
self-management approach to create, configure, adapt, con-
textualize, and finally teardown specific context-aware over-
lay networks, which enable the composition and delivery of
services to the end-users. The service overlay networks are
structured and reconfigured according to the changes of the
user and network context in a self-adaptive manner.

1http://www.funkfeuer.at/.
2http://www.freifunk.net/.

http://www.funkfeuer.at/
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In [7, 8], a policy layer is proposed for the manage-
ment (creation, termination, adaptation to the changing con-
ditions of the environment) of context-aware overlay net-
works, where overlays are built based on user context, net-
work and service providers.

In [9], the authors present a context-aware architec-
ture for multi-party sessions and network control (C-CAST
project3) which dynamically adapts to context changing and
maintains the connectivity with the expected requirements
over session lifetime. The concepts of dynamic sessions and
network control driven by context are considered, and the
architecture introduces the concept of abstract trees in the
network to increase the stability of the network to any con-
text change.

3.2 Multiple virtual networks

There are several approaches that deal with building up sev-
eral VNs over the same physical network. Physical routers,
switches, or interfaces are thereby virtualized in order to
construct VNs on top of a physical network connecting
several virtual instances. Each of these VNs shares the re-
sources from different infrastructure providers, running their
own services and protocols in parallel, with the level of
transparency and isolation required.

Among other projects, PlanetLab [10] allows the slicing
of a large-scale overlay testbed into different VNs (or slices),
in order to design, evaluate, and deploy geographically dis-
tributed network services. Management services are also in
place to control the entire overlay, which runs on their own
slices. VINI [11] is an extension of PlanetLab which uses
its infrastructure. It can be considered as a specific instantia-
tion of an overlay network that runs software routers and al-
lows multiple VNs to exist in parallel. The incorporation of
programmability in PlanetLab allows users to evaluate their
own protocols and services in real environments.

GENI [12] presents many similarities to PlanetLab. It
provides an open and large-scale testbed to evaluate new ar-
chitectures by creating customized VNs, carrying real traffic
on behalf of end-users, and connecting to the existing Inter-
net to reach external sites. Similar to PlanetLab, it includes
sliceability to isolate and share resources spatially and tem-
porally, and a flexible platform for users’ access in order to
test and evaluate their own proposals.

CABO [13] is a network virtualization approach that
provides separation between infrastructure and service pro-
viders, offering the possibility of running end-to-end ser-
vices over equipment owned by different infrastructure
providers. CABO gives service providers direct control over
the protocols and services that run on the virtual nodes,

3http://www.ictccast.eu/.

and allows them to instantiate a VN on a multi-provider in-
frastructure. In addition, it enables infrastructure providers
to automatically discover and manage their infrastructure.

3.3 Context-aware wireless mesh networks

So far, research on context-awareness in WMNs has mainly
concentrated on Quality of Service (QoS)-aware routing
mechanisms. Many routing schemes consider the quality of
communication links by integrating signal interference mea-
sures into their metrics, like proposed in [14]. An architec-
ture which adapts to current network conditions (determined
by performance metrics and history data) for the support
of real-time communication is proposed in [15]. The ro-
bustness of paths is determined by metrics for availability,
bandwidth, delay, and outages based on network monitoring
and statistical evaluation. In [16], a rule-based middleware
for context adaptive routing in WMNs is described. Here,
routing metrics, like hop count, retransmission count, and
link interference, are related with context data, i.e., security
level, traffic priority, and mobility, by means of manually
configured rules. Based on neural networks, such relations
can be learned from past experiences, as described in [17]
for user mobility.

Approaches to WMNs particularly aware of the mobil-
ity of mesh clients can be found in [18–20]. In [18], an
adaptive routing algorithm is proposed, which reacts to the
intensity of mobility within the WMN. It is assumed that
the mobility in the network can be determined to be high if
link breakages are detected. Depending on the mobility as-
sumed, either a reactive or a proactive routing algorithm is
applied. The current position of mesh clients is taken into
account by channel assignment and router selection in the
work proposed in [19]. In particular, the position informa-
tion is used by channel assignment and router selection al-
gorithms adapting to significant location changes of clients.
In [20], the authors present two mobility-aware clustering
schemes that aim at improving the radio resource utilization
in WMNs where the mesh network is divided into virtual
clusters in order to restrict the majority of signaling mes-
sages to a local area. In the static clustering scheme, the
optimal cluster placement is determined by using a linear-
programming-based method to minimize resource utiliza-
tion costs, whereas the second, less time-consuming cluster-
ing algorithm optimizes the cluster placement in a distrib-
uted manner. Additionally to the mobility-awareness aspect,
these clustering schemes are related to our work insofar that
the mesh clients are hereby also grouped “virtually”.

Seamless connectivity is commonly achieved by han-
dover mechanisms. Similarly for WMNs, there are several
approaches to mobility management aiming at the support
of seamless handover, which is also an objective of the ar-
chitecture presented in this work [21–24]. In [21], a mesh

http://www.ictccast.eu/
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implementation is presented which targets fast handover on
MAC and network layer based on a protocol modification
of the Ad hoc On-Demand Distance Vector (AODV) rout-
ing protocol. During a handover, the route to a node moving
from one router to another is rebuilt. TCP/UDP connections
can thereby be maintained since the node’s IP address is not
changed. In [22], the authors describe a localized approach
to mobility management and optimized post-handover rout-
ing. Here, users’ location information is recorded on geo-
graphically close nodes. To maintain active connections dur-
ing a handover, temporary routes are created and future han-
dovers are prepared by means of routing control messages.
In a similar way, the mobility support extension to proac-
tive routing protocols presented in [23] uses neighbor client
tables and a set of control messages to avoid packet loss
during handover. An approach closely related to our virtual
networks’ concept is SMesh described in [24]. In order to
support fast handover for real-time applications like VoIP,
SMesh creates one virtual AP capable of serving all stan-
dard IEEE 802.11 devices. The handover of mobile clients
is handled by one or more physical APs.

3.4 Virtualization in wireless mesh networks

This section presents several approaches that integrate net-
work virtualization and overlay concepts to optimize the per-
formance of WMNs.

Overlay networks, proposing “network slicing” over
WMNs, are addressed in [25] to accommodate several ex-
periments simultaneously in space, time, frequency divi-
sion manner. In [26], the authors describe an approach of
a joint optimization streaming rate allocation of traffic flows
and power consumption of links for forwarding data flows
in multicast overlays over WMNs. The streaming rate is
adjusted in such a way that utility and network costs are
optimized. In [27], a Wireless Ring (WRing) over a reg-
ular WMN is proposed in order to carry high bandwidth
data, whereas in [28], MeshChord is presented, which uses
location-dependent addressing schemes in order to reduce
traffic for maintaining a Chord overlay [29] over WMNs.

In [30], the authors discuss the application of a cognitive
radio overlay-based solution over WMNs capable of listing
the surrounding wireless channel, making decisions on the
fly, and encoding data using a variety of schemes in order to
better explore the channel characteristics and to mitigate the
interference.

In [31], the authors describe a Peer-to-Peer (P2P) overlay-
based solution to locate the resources of the different avail-
able wireless networks. The overlay organizes wireless net-
works across traditional network operator, or technology
boarders. Each peer stores a description and pointer to each
resource indexed according to its geographic position and
the range it covers. An application running on the mobile

terminal accesses the P2P system, locates the wireless re-
sources along a planned itinerary, and triggers handover at
the lower layers (based on a pre-discovery of the wireless
mesh topology using a context-aware search process).

3.5 Final remarks

The work presented in this section addresses topics in the
area and demonstrates the importance of providing solutions
to integrate context in WMNs. Our work extends related
work by proposing an architecture addressing both context
and virtualization in WMNs and the corresponding open re-
search issues: (i) how to identify and rate context charac-
teristics and automatically map them to a network structure
(mapping multivariate context data to VNs); (ii) how to cre-
ate an appropriate number of VNs; (iii) how to select the
best fitting VN; and (iv) how to adapt and maintain the VNs
in presence of context changes, dynamics of networks, and
mobility of users.

4 Multi-VN architecture for context-based WMNs

Context is a driving characteristic of future user-centric In-
ternet usage. Following the widely agreed definition of con-
text in [32], context is understood to be any information that
can be used to characterize the situation of an entity. Con-
text characteristics of particular importance for networking
are, e.g., location, mobility, privacy and security assurance,
expected QoS, and pricing preferences. We provide a gen-
eral model for a configurable set of context parameters, and
select one parameter for demonstration purpose in the eval-
uation part, i.e., mobility. Along the context characteristics,
the WMN is virtualized by creating multiple VNs in an au-
tonomous manner (see also [33]) optimizing networking in
a user-centric way. In our concept, mesh routers are net-
work elements supporting the multiple VNs corresponding
to different user-centric networks and solving potential con-
flicts. In that way, transport optimization will be supported
by building specific VNs to group users sharing the same
context and, consequently, to provide best fitting networks
to the users.

To be able to provide an autonomic mapping function, the
correlation of context characteristics to mesh network per-
formance metrics has to be described and learned by the net-
work. Based on the expected WMN performance, each VN
can be setup and mapped to the physical network [34, 35].
Hereby, the current state as well as context prediction is con-
sidered. Furthermore, fuzzy context and trust in tracked con-
text information can influence the decision to restructure a
VN, or to assign users to a given VN. To solve these com-
plex tasks, new mechanisms are required to create, maintain,
and reconfigure the best VN for a specific user or set of users
according to the context of all entities involved.
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Fig. 1 Multi-VN architecture for context-based WMNs

A first sketch of our multi-VN architecture is shown in
Fig. 1. Here, VNs are described by their multivariate prop-
erties as meta data. In principle, the number of context para-
meters is not limited but can be configured as required. Pos-
sible context parameters are QoS parameters, security levels,
energy-efficiency metrics, and mobility metrics (important
for mobility support and management). The n VNs resulting
from the different classes of properties are used to abstract
from and manage the underlying physical network. In this
architecture, mechanisms to schedule resources, to manage
user mobility, or to increase reliability and performance by
using multi-homing techniques are considered. The follow-
ing specific issues need to be addressed when implementing
the proposed architecture, which will then be detailed in the
following section:

Characterization of virtual networks: An important goal of
our work is the characterization of each VN according to
its context. The most important features of each VN and
the context information should be efficiently distributed in
the network, in order to provide fast lookup procedures of
the best VN for specific user requirements.

Management of virtual networks: Intelligent algorithms are
required to choose the best fitting VN for a specific user.
It is an open issue how to create these multiple VNs that
fit best the users and networks, with respect to efficiency
(benefits related to the overhead required for managing the
VNs) and overall quality enhancements.
An arbitrary selection of a VN (to which a node connects
to) or of a set of concurrently used paths might even lead to
interferences on different levels, e.g., with respect to radio
interference or QoS values. Hence, more complex models
including such dependencies are required.

Context modeling and prediction: In addition to introduc-
ing context-awareness to the network, the integration of
context prediction allows to trigger management tasks in
advance, pro-actively. In particular, mobility prediction can
be used to select a VN based on a detected movement pat-
tern, and can be used to start VN reconfiguration in ad-
vance, i.e., before the user roams to the next mesh router.

5 Implementation of the virtual network architecture

We aim at modeling context in a standardized form to be
known by all network elements. Mapping of context infor-
mation to VNs should be performed efficiently supported
by fast discovery of virtual network elements for supporting
the user’s context characteristics. Hereby, the user’s context
characteristics and preferences can be modeled using on-
tologies capable to describe complex relations and depen-
dencies, but also be based on simpler context levels. In our
first modeling approach, we consider simpler context levels
corresponding to the user’s current situation.

Going one step further, whenever context information
over time shows some regularities, these regularities can be
learned by means of pattern recognition techniques and used
to trigger management of VNs pro-actively. For example,
user movement often shows regularities and this informa-
tion can be used to restructure the VN to fit best to veloc-
ity impacts to mobility management and handover. Poten-
tial prediction techniques are known from time series analy-
sis, n-order Markov models, clustering methods like Self-
Organizing Maps (SOMs), Bayesian networks, etc.

Each node of the network supports several VNs, each
of which representing a specific set of context information
levels. With the vast amount of context information (and
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Fig. 2 Integrating context
features of virtual networks

potentially, different VNs), it is important to provide ef-
ficient store, search, and mapping services. The services
can be supported via centralized databases, where one el-
ement performs context management. However, centralized
approaches have known limitations, such as limited scala-
bility, leading to bottlenecks, and imposing single points of
failure. In contrast, we consider a decentralized approach.
Among other self-organizing and distributed architectures,
a peer-to-peer based architecture provides preferable char-
acteristics. Context information is distributed in the network
and a distributed query mechanism performs the search.
Hereby, structured peer-to-peer systems perform well for
searching, in our case, for best-fitting VNs.

We detail our concept by presenting a possible approach
to integrate context information into the network. First, we
describe how VNs can be characterized in terms of con-
text parameters; second, we detail the management of multi-
VNs; finally, we exemplify our approach along the context
characteristic mobility.

5.1 Characterization of virtual networks

We consider a network overlay to control the context-based
architecture for WMNs [36]. The following solution can be
used to characterize a VN, and to find the most suitable VN
for a user:

1. Context features of each VN are organized in a P2P con-
trol overlay, i.e., in a ring in consecutive order of context
levels. One node is chosen from each VN to represent the
VN in the P2P control overlay.

2. A mechanism is introduced to create a key space effi-
ciently which represents all types of context. Each key is
used to describe a particular VN (or the user preferences).
Then, a correct match of such key pairs is searched for.
For this purpose, each VN is characterized by a vector
of C × log2(L) bits, where C is the number of context
features, L is the number of levels (values) of a spe-
cific context, and log2(L) are the bits used to describe

all different levels of a context parameter.4 For example,
if L = 4 and we want to express how strong a character-
istic is required, we may use the following intuitive lev-
els: −− ⇒ 00, − ⇒ 01, + ⇒ 10, or, ++ ⇒ 11, where
++ corresponds to a very demanding level of context re-
quired (e.g., high velocity or high security level which
might correspond to larger keys for encryption proce-
dures).

3. Each peer in the P2P control overlay represents a par-
ticular VN. The representative peer is randomly selected
or chosen with the aim to balance the load between the
physical nodes. Note that the same node may act as a VN
representative for different VNs.

In Fig. 2, an example of a physical network and the
P2P control overlay is described considering two context
parameters (QoS, security), four levels for each parameter
(−−,−,+,++), ten nodes in the WMN, and four context-
aware VNs. In this simple example, the first two bits of each
position of a VN key represent the QoS level of the VN,
whereas the last two bits represent the security level of the
VN. In this case, node A represents VN1, C represents VN2,
G represents VN3, and D represents VN4. These peers are
interconnected in the control overlay in consecutive order
which allows fast lookup procedures. In case more than two
context parameters have to be considered, the procedure is
similar.

Scalability of this solution can be achieved by using two
levels of P2P control overlays: a higher level overlay, where
each peer represents a domain, and a lower level overlay
with the control peers of each domain (the solution pre-
sented before focus on the context-embedding inside a do-
main). However, there are several issues that still need to be
investigated, such as the location of a peer of a domain, and
the size of a domain.

In our approach, context information does not have to be
stored in all nodes of the network, because there is only one

4Here, we assume equal number of levels for all context parameters; in
the case of different numbers, the maximum number of levels should
be taken.
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peer responsible for each VN, which reduces the time to dis-
tribute the information per nodes. Moreover, overhead and
latency for dealing with P2P solutions are reduced, because
it is not necessary to always update the P2P control overlay
after every change of the network. Finally, the P2P control
overlay is organized in consecutive order of levels of context
features, which alleviates the lookup procedure of the most
suitable available VN for a user.

Two drawbacks of this approach are the potentially slow
lookup procedure of finding the best VN for a user when
there is a large number of VNs in the network, as well as,
the behavior of the P2P control overlay in case a peer discon-
nects. However, each peer can establish some shortcuts with
some specific peers, in order to accelerate the lookup pro-
cedure, and to provide the robustness, resilience, and fault-
tolerance of the P2P control overlay (in analogy to Chord-
based overlays [29]).

5.2 Management of virtual networks

According to user-centric information and mapping, the net-
work aims to find and provide the best fitting personalized
VN for each user. The following basic functions are intro-
duced:

Selection of virtual networks: Based on the description of
preferences and VN properties in terms of (meta-) infor-
mation, matchmaking and selection is of the most suitable
VN is performed. Hereby, a distance function is defined
and used to determine this best fitting VN, e.g., evaluating
the Euclidean distance of the preferences/context and the
VN properties.

Creation of virtual networks: If there is a sufficiently large
number of users with similar context preferences, a new
VN is created fitting exactly these needs. The approach
does not foresee the creation of VNs if only one or a few
users demand a new VN.

Reconfiguration of virtual networks: If selection and cre-
ation is not feasible, we define a reconfiguration procedure
of VNs. Reconfigurations are envisioned as light exten-
sions to existing VNs with high impact to increase user
satisfaction. A possible case for light-weight reconfigura-
tion is a mobile device attached to a mesh router currently
not part of the best fitting VN. A solution to this problem
may need a minimal reconfiguration of a possible available
VN, like the insertion of a virtual link between the mesh
router (becoming a virtual mesh router of the VN) and a
node of the VN. In order to react to changing user and
network context, such as increase in load and sudden activ-
ities (e.g., groups of users suddenly all demanding a certain
video stream), reconfiguration may also be very useful.

Concerning our proposed P2P control overlay, the man-
agement mechanism for the selection and (or) reconfigura-
tion of the most suitable VN for a user is detailed next. If a

user, with some context requirements, arrives at the network
at some node (e.g., node A), we have to find and reconfigure
the VN that best fits the requirements of the user, and four
cases are considered:

1. If node A contains the VN that fits its requirements, the
match is found.

2. If node A does not contain the VN that fits its require-
ments, it should communicate with its neighbors. If one
physical or virtual neighbor of node A contains the VN,
a new virtual link is added to this VN, in order to include
node A.

3. If neither node A nor one of its virtual or physical neigh-
bor belongs to the correct VN, a lookup procedure in the
P2P control overlay is started to find a possible point of
attachment on this VN. Note, if node A is a peer of an-
other VN, the lookup procedure in the P2P overlay can
start with this peer. If not, a possible peer of the P2P
overlay has to be found where the lookup procedure can
be started. At the end of the lookup procedure, if there
is a point of attachment on the VN that fits the require-
ments of the user, a virtual link between A and this point
of attachment is added.

4. If there is no VN in the network with these particular
features of user context, another lookup procedure in the
P2P control overlay is started to find the best available
VN for the user. Note that another VN will only be cre-
ated when there are several users with similar context-
patterns in the network (number to be evaluated). The
creation of a new VN requires the selection of a node
representing this VN in the P2P overlay, and the inser-
tion of this peer in the overlay maintaining the correct
order.

At the end of every process, it is verified whether the
communication target of the user is attached to a node that
belongs to this VN. If not, we have to look at the address of
the target of the communication and add a virtual link be-
tween the node where the target is attached and the closest
node from of the chosen VN. In case context prediction is
used, management activities may also be started proactively.

5.3 Context modeling and prediction use case: mobility
context

Mobile users differ in their behavior with respect to ve-
locity, direction changes, acceleration, pause times, etc.
These characteristics can be used to assign users to differ-
ent classes which make a difference for networking. From
a networking scenario perspective where the mobile de-
vices are clients only, mobility mainly influences connec-
tivity of clients and handover characteristics (e.g., basic cel-
lular inter-cell handover is known to suffer from border ef-
fects which can be due to disadvantageous locations; another
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Table 1 Different cases
addressed in the management of
virtual networks

Processes Values Scen. 1 Scen. 2 Scen. 3 Scen. 4

Link-layer association T 1 = 20 msec x x x x

Transference of the user context T 2 = 2 msec x x x x

Processing time at the physical node T 3 = 10 msec x x x x

Processing time at the virtual node T 3 × V x x x x

1st P2P lookup procedure (T 2 + T 3) × V × log(V ) x x

2nd P2P lookup procedure (T 2 + T 3) × V × log(V ) x

Add of a virtual link 2 × (T 2 + T 3) × N x x x

example is fast movement which causes high handover fre-
quencies). For example, in case a user is traveling at an av-
erage speed of 130 km/h on a highway, the handover proce-
dure has to be much faster than for a pedestrian walking at
4 km/h.

In order to describe mobility as context, the important
parameters of mobility have to be specified. Among possi-
ble parameters, velocity and a description of the pathway
(can be a direction or the history of subsequently visited lo-
cations) are here considered. These mobility characteristics
allow to describe the movement appropriately—and to map
it to the network relevant characteristics, that are, e.g., pe-
riods of connectivity and periods of non-connectivity (see
also Sect. 6). In case future positions and velocities (or dwell
times) are predictable based on history data, these periods
can be estimated also for the (near) future.

By integrating mobility characteristics directly or indi-
rectly after mapping them to timing characteristics, conclu-
sions about the overall timing behavior of the multi-VNs
can be derived. For example, in cases of extremely high ve-
locity, it might make sense to attach not to every wireless
mesh router but only to each second (in general, kth) router,
to avoid unnecessary attachment overhead. In other cases,
VN configuration may be activated in proactive manner for
highly mobile users. The best fitting VN for a user should
include these additional mechanisms for mobility support.

6 Evaluation and discussion

In this section a discussion is presented, which aims at giv-
ing first insights about important performance characteris-
tics of the proposed solution for context-aware characteriza-
tion and management of VNs. To demonstrate the potential
of proactive VN management, we add prediction (mobility
prediction) to the approach.

6.1 Management of virtual networks

Here, we present an analytical evaluation of the delays
introduced by the VN management process described in

Sect. 5.2, where the VNs are characterized as presented in
Sect. 5.1.

We assume that a user with a specific context requirement
arrives at a WMN consisting of N physical nodes and V

available VNs. We assume further that, for each type of con-
text requirement, one VN is specified (C possible context
requirements). This implies that one level for each context
feature is considered (L = 1).

Scenarios and assumptions In this analytical study, we ad-
dress the four different cases (possible scenarios) described
in Sect. 5.2, in order to assign the user to the most appropri-
ate VN. We assume that: (i) the target of the user commu-
nication belongs to the VN that fits its requirements; (ii) the
number of VNs that exist in the network (V ) is equal to the
number of context features (C); (iii) the physical resources
are uniformly distributed between the VNs; and (iv) every
VN is supported in each of the N physical nodes.

Time considered For each scenario, the times of the dif-
ferent processes involved are summed up. The different
processes of each scenario are described in Table 1 (times
are average values). They are:

Link-layer association time: The link-layer association time
is the time needed for an association between the user and
the mesh node (T 1, based on observations in the DAIDA-
LOS project [37]).

Time to transfer user context: This is the time for transfer-
ring the user context in a message over a wireless link to
the mesh router (T 2, as seen in [37]).

Processing time of the physical node: This is the time to
verify, if the VN that fits the user requirements is available
(T 3, as seen in [37]).

Processing time of the virtual node: This is the time to up-
date a virtual node of the VN. It is proportional to the num-
ber of VNs per node (T 3 × V ); more VNs maintained on
each physical node lead to less resources per VN (e.g.,
CPU), which results in an increased processing time of
each virtual node.

Virtual link time: This is the time needed to connect the user
node with the nearest point of attachment to the best avail-
able VN. This time is equal to find a path in the physical



Context-based wireless mesh networks: a case for network virtualization

Fig. 3 Times involved in each
scenario

network between two physical nodes. It is proportional to
the number of physical nodes in the network (N ), and in-
cludes the time to transfer a message (T 2) as well as the
processing time of the physical nodes (T 3). Moreover, it
has to be multiplied by 2 because of the round-trip of these
messages (2 × [T 2 + T 3] × N ).

Lookup time: This time describes the time needed for
lookup of the best VN in the P2P control overlay. This
time is proportional to the complexity of the lookup pro-
cedure (as in the Chord-based overlay [29], log(V )), and
to the resources available in virtual links and nodes, which
are proportional to the number of VNs ((T 2 + T 3) × V ).
More VNs imply fewer resources for each virtual link and
node, which leads to increased time to transfer (T 2) per
virtual link, as well as to increased processing time (T 3)
per virtual node.

Next, four different scenarios are investigated. In sce-
nario 1 (see also Sect. 5.2), a user arrives at a node which
belongs to the VN fitting the user requirements. Thus, only
T 1 and T 2 have to be considered. In scenario 2, the best
fitting VN is not available, but one of its physical or vir-
tual neighbors can provide connection to this VN. Hence,
a virtual link between the mesh router the user is attached to
and a neighbor can be added. Scenario 3 further includes a
lookup procedure in the P2P control overlay in order to find
the best VN for the user. The last scenario (scenario 4) in-
cludes two P2P lookup procedures, because the exact match
can not be found within the available VNs. These timings
and scenarios are presented in Table 1.

In order to compare the times involved in each scenario,
we consider that there are 50 mesh nodes in the physical
network and an increasing number of VNs (5, 10, 15, 20, 25,
and 30). The results obtained through this analytical study
are depicted in Fig. 3.

Discussion of the results We can conclude that, if there is
a large number of VNs in the physical network, there will
be a larger processing time per virtual node and virtual link,
which affects the total time needed for each scenario. With

more physical nodes in the network, more time is required
to find a path in the network in order to establish virtual
links, which implies more time to establish the connection
between the user and the reconfigured VN fitting the user
context requirements. Scenario 1 is independent of the num-
ber of nodes in the network; it only depends on the number
of virtual nodes per physical node. The difference between
scenarios 2 and 3 (more than 1 sec for 30 VNs) is due to
the lookup procedure in the P2P control overlay; note that
scenario 4 includes two of these procedures.

While the first scenario contains time for reconfiguration
in the order of 300 msec for 30 VNs, in the fourth scenario
it can reach 4 sec. We conclude that careful configuration of
the network in terms of required number of VNs and selec-
tion of nodes supporting specific VNs, is required to avoid
long delays for reconfigurations. In order to reduce these de-
lays, proactive mechanisms based on prediction approaches
can be advantageous.

6.2 Mobility-awareness use case

For demonstrating the usefulness of using mobility context
and mobility prediction, we consider a particular topological
model for mesh routers and user mobility.

Assumptions Mesh routers are placed in a regular grid and
operate at the maximum transmission power of 20 dBm in
the 2.4 GHz band. The distance between the mesh points
is assumed to be d = 100 m [38]. With respect to move-
ment, we assume pedestrians in a city and vehicles on a
city highway. Pedestrians are assumed to travel with a speed
of v = 1.34 m/sec [39] and vehicles with v = 33.33 m/sec
(120 km/h), cf. [40, 41]. For simplicity reasons, we assume
that mobile nodes travel straight using the shortest distance
to the next mesh router, meaning that each mobile node at-
tached to one mesh router reaches the next mesh router in
distance d . In other words, pedestrians change mesh routers



R. Matos et al.

Fig. 4 Mobility-awareness use case: assumed topology of the mesh
network and user movement

every 74 seconds and vehicles every 3 seconds. Figure 4 vi-
sualizes the assumed simple topology.5

Time considered Physical movement of mobile devices re-
quires considering a number of time averages. Figure 5 vi-
sualizes these time averages, they are:

Connection and disconnection time: TC and TNC describe,
respectively, the time a node is connected to a mesh net-
work via a mesh router or not connected.

VN management time: TV N is the sum of all times nec-
essary to support the VN-based connection management.
In the general case, some parts of the VN management
are designed to be done proactively (respective avg. time
TV Npro) before the mobile terminal signs up to a mesh
router, and some activities can only be processed in reac-
tive manner (respective avg. time TV Nre).

Service time: To evaluate the potential of prediction, we in-
troduce TS , which is the time remaining for service execu-
tion.

Prediction time: For prediction, we introduce TP , which is
the time necessary to do the prediction and to transfer mo-
bility information to the mesh network. These activities are
assumed to take place once per attachment. TP , as consid-
ered here, reflects only the time necessary to do a predic-
tion given a current history state; the time for generating
the current history state, for example, logging of position
data at a specific frequency, like 1/sec for off-the-shelf GPS
hardware, is done in parallel. The predictor simply takes
the last k history position states to estimate the next posi-
tion(s).
As our model should give an insight into timing issues and
not into the accuracy of a particular predictor, we assume
a perfect predictor capable of estimating the next position,
which, of course, does not hold for real-world situations.
It is possible to start prediction some mesh attachments

5Note that we refer here to the physical resources as wireless mesh
connection points.

ahead, but it is most likely that prediction errors sum up
quickly leading to inaccurate predictions. Hence, we as-
sume that prediction is done only one attachment ahead.
TP is the sum of the time necessary to do prediction, the
time necessary to transfer next position information to the
mesh (assumed to be similar to T2 = 2 msec in Table 1),
and the time necessary to lookup the mesh router closest
to the predicted next position within the network to final-
ize prediction. As the time for prediction and lookup heav-
ily depends on the predictor type (e.g., on the data struc-
ture used to store mobility regularities, number of position
entries), the time assumed here is just an example for the
cases that have been studied in a previous project under
similar topological and distance assumptions of a wireless
data grid [42]. Commonly used predictors have been inves-
tigated after training based on the GPS data of a taxi fleet
in Vienna collected over one month. For a k-order Markov
predictor, we investigated the prediction time of five taxis
on a standard PC leading to prediction times varying be-
tween 2 msec and 80 msec (for the LeZi Update predictor,
the prediction time always remained below 4 msec). As a
consequence of these experiences, we set TP = 10 msec for
our use case. (See also related assumptions for online com-
putation of predictions in the range of 10 to 50 msec [43].)

First quantitative insights Given these model assumptions,
we can now calculate the remaining service time TS without
prediction, which is calculated as:

TS =
{

TC − TV N, if TC > TV N,

0, else.

For prediction, we make a distinction between parts of
the VN management which can be done proactively and
parts which cannot, hence, TV N = TV Npro + TV Nre. De-
pending on the relation of the VN management times to the
connection time, several cases for service time calculation
can be distinguished for one attachment period. These cases
are (assuming TP ≤ TC ): (i) overhead and prediction do not
leave any remaining time for service execution (note that
we consider 2 × TC and TNC as the time in principle avail-
able for proactive and reactive overhead and service execu-
tion); (ii) the proactive part of the VN management can be
done before attaching to the next mesh router, and the re-
active part can be started and finished during the following
connection time; and (iii) the proactive part cannot be fin-
ished before attachment, hence, some of the proactive activ-
ities are done after attachment. For perfect prediction, the
three cases mentioned lead to alternative service time calcu-
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Fig. 5 Considered times with and without prediction

Table 2 Service time TS (in
seconds) with and without
prediction for pedestrians and
vehicles, number of VNs fixed
to 30 cf. Fig. 1, TP = 0.01 s,
and varying TV N for
Scenarios 1 to 4

Cases TC Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 Scenario 4
TV N = 0.4 s TV N = 1.5 s TV N = 2.75 s TV N = 4 s

Pedestrian w/o prediction 74 s 73.6 s 72.5 s 71.25 s 70 s

Pedestrian with prediction 74 s 73.99 s 73.99 s 73.99 s 73.99 s

Vehicle w/o prediction 3 s 2.6 s 1.5 s 0.25 s 0 s

Vehicle with prediction 3 s 2.99 s 2.99 s 2.99 s 1.98 s

lations:

TS =

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

0, if 2TC + TNC < TV N + 2TP ,

TC − TV Nre − TP , if TC + TNC ≥ TV Npro + TP

and TC ≥ TV Nre + TP ,

2TC + TNC

− TV N − 2TP , else.

Hence, based on the times and scenarios defined previ-
ously for the pedestrian and vehicle use case, we can cal-
culate the benefits when using prediction in terms of ser-
vice time. To demonstrate the potential of prediction, we set
TV Nre = 0 msec, meaning that all VN management activi-
ties can be done proactively. Moreover, we assume full mesh
coverage, hence TNC = 0 msec. Table 2 summarizes the cal-
culated results.

The benefit of prediction depends on the relation of TV N

and TP , which is in our scenarios always in favor of the
prediction. In Scenario 4, without prediction, vehicles at-
tach/detach too fast to be able to finish VN management
(TV N = 4 s) and prediction is crucial to allow VN man-
agement to finish before the vehicle detaches again. With
prediction, VN management can start during the previous at-
tachment period right after prediction (time required for pre-
diction is TP = 0.01 s per attachment period). Hence, only

1.01 s of the current attachment time is required to finish
VN management, another 0.01 s for next prediction, and the
mobile device may use the VN in the remaining TS = 1.98 s
(while without prediction, not even VN management could
have been finished).

Discussion of the results The proposed architecture un-
doubtedly introduces overhead and complexity in the con-
trol and management of the network, through the mapping
and integration of context in the network, multiple VN sup-
port, and all the processes required for the reconfiguration
of the network when changes on users and context are in
place. The overhead and delays associated with the con-
trol and management of the architecture are higher than in
traditional networks, and the times required to start a com-
munication will also be higher. However, this is the cost to
pay for the support of context-aware and user-provided net-
works.

We have simplified several complex timing considera-
tions to be able to give a first insight about the possibilities
of prediction. In particular, perfect prediction was assumed
and the possibilities of inaccuracies and wrong predictions
were neglected. More realistic assumptions will have to be
investigated in future work. Moreover, it was assumed that
right at the point of attachment, the prediction is done for
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the next attachment only. In principle, this restriction can be
released, but it possibly leads to more inaccurate predictions
in a real prediction setting. We plan to devise new mech-
anisms that will improve all these processes to enable the
simple support of context-aware user-provided networks in
the future.

7 Conclusion

In this paper, the importance of introducing context has been
argued to provide highly adaptive WMNs. With the demand
of such flexible WMNs, a novel architecture consisting of
multiple virtual networks has been proposed and selected re-
lated work, which demonstrates the importance of providing
solutions to integrate context in WMNs, has been surveyed.

The contributions of the approach are twofold: first, we
have followed the concept of multiple virtual networks and
proposed an architecture to map and control them in a dis-
tributed manner in the physical network; second, we have
incorporated a prediction component for device mobility to
improve the proposed architecture. The results showed that
the complexity of the reconfiguration processes can be sig-
nificant, and that prediction-based approaches may be cru-
cial to improve the overall performance.

Although an architecture has been specified, there are
numerous issues that need to be addressed in the future.
The development of more advanced performance evalua-
tion models including multi-homed devices and multi-path
connections, the cross-connection of multiple context-based
VNs, the resource management provided through energy-
efficiency purposes, and a complete model of the proposed
architecture and mechanisms, are only some of the issues to
be researched in order to provide a complete context-aware
user-driven network architecture.
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